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By Khulekani Ngcobo

What are your New Year's
resolutions? Have you thought of
ways that you can use to conserve
water?
As the Covid-19 pandemic

continues to ravage the globe, a
frequent prevention message
heard everywhere is "wash your
hands with soap". Proper
handwashing is the standard
advice to prevent the transmission
of diseases, including the novel
coronavirus. However, what
happens when there is no access to
a reliable water supply?
For many people across the

world, the past year has been a
difficult one, with the global
pandemic causing tragedies and
despair. Fighting Covid-19 has,
however, also taught us lessons
that we should now use to turn
2021 into a year of resilience and
opportunities.

A year ago, few people could
foresee the dramatic impact
Covid-19 would have. The
pandemic has exposed both the
deep inequalities of the world and
how interconnected we all are,
regardless of where we live. This
crisis has clearly demonstrated
how fragile the global system is
and how many areas need to be
changed.

Therefore, now is the time to
start. There are important lessons
to be learnt from the past
pandemic-dominated year and in
2021 there will be oppor tunities to
right what has been wrong.

As we make New Year's
resolutions, we must take every
chance we see to advocate for a
new and more resilient way of
doing things.

Covid-19 certainly made it clear
how vulnerable our societies are.
Yet, in the face of danger, our
governments, private sector and

citizens have demonstr ated their
willingness to make swift,
substantial and sometimes costly
changes from one day to the next.
Now we must mobilise the same
kind of response to tackle the
climate and water crises.
In that spirit, resilience must be

a top priority. Covid-19 will be
followed by many new risks linked
to global warming and
increasingly fragile ecosystems.
To be prepared, everyone must
make resilience his or her top
priority. Since most effects of
climate change are felt through too
much or too little water, it is
essential to incorporate water
aspects into all planning and
decision-making.
The past year has shown us that

we need to rethink the way we do
almost everything, from city and
landscape planning to agriculture
and industrial production. In
many fields there are alternatives,

Pledge to conserve water as a New Year's resolution
like nature-based solutions, that
are more water-efficient, inclusive
and resilient, if only we commit to
making the transition.

Hence, we choose the world we
want to live in. Covid-19 has shown
us that we are unnecessarily
exposed to many risks just
because resources are wasted or
distributed unfairly. Water is one
of the best examples, with more
than 80% of the world's
wastewater released untreated
into nature and more than half the
global population living without
access to improved sanitation.
This is posing dangerous risks for
both people and nature that we
cannot afford to take. Especially
not when there are new
wastewater technologies available,
that let us not only reuse water but
also recover nutrients and
generate energy.
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